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Susceptible (S): 
The infection due to the strain tested may be expected to respond to a normal dosage of this antimicrobial.  
 
Intermediate (I)  
The intermediate category implies clinical applicability in body sites where the drugs are concentrated 
(e.g. urine) or when high dosage of an antimicrobial can be used (e.g. betalactams).  
 
The intermediate category also comprises a "buffer zone" which should prevent small uncontrolled 
technical factors from causing major discrepancies in interpretations; thus, when a zone falls within the 
intermediate range, the results may be considered equivocal, and if alternative drugs are not available 
MIC testing may be indicated.  
 
Resistant (R):  
The antimicrobial cannot be recommended for treatment in this case.  
 
If only “S” criteria are specified:  
For some organism/antimicrobial combinations, the absence of resistant strains precludes defining any 
category other than susceptible. For strains yielding results suggestive of "non susceptible", organism 
identification and antimicrobial susceptibility test results should be confirmed. Subsequently the isolates 
should be submitted to a Reference Laboratory for further testing.  
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